
  
 

WITH THE REGION’S ECONOMY IN PERIL, LONG ISLAND’S 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY DEMANDS NYS PSC 

ACTION TO END CURRENT ENERGY CRISIS AND AVERT FUTURE 
SHORTAGES 

 
Coalition seeks an external review of NYS PSC’s failed processes to determine 

how shortage wasn’t addressed earlier 
 

Standing before a $92 million mall undergoing redevelopment, executives warn 
continued natural gas standoff threatens the region’s transformative projects, 

manufacturing expansions, downtown merchants 
 

Owners of the former Source Mall to reveal denial of energy is 
harming its potential as a multimillion dollar tax generator 

  
Westbury, NY (October 31, 2019) – Long Island’s economic development community, 
including the Association for a Better Long Island (ABLI), Long Island Builders Institute (LIBI), 
IgniteLI the regions manufacturing trade association, and the Long Island Business Council 
(LIBC), as well as Long Island's labor community, including Nassau Suffolk Building & 
Construction Trades Council and Long Island Federation of Labor, have convened within the 
Samanea, New York mall at 1500 Old Country Road, Westbury, to warn that hundreds of 
millions of dollars of economic development investments have been lost, or are in jeopardy, 
because of the region’s inability to receive sustainable natural gas supplies. 
  
The experience of Samanea, New York mall, now facing a natural gas embargo while 
undergoing a massive revitalization, is being repeated at project sites across Long Island, as a 
standoff continues over construction of a new natural gas pipeline into the region. 
  
The PSC’s actions demands oversight and review 
  
“As the governing body responsible for protecting Long Island from an energy crisis, the PSC 
has failed us. They hit the pause button on every current and future project, from home 
renovations to transit oriented developments, with no exceptions. An external review of the 
commission's protocols must be initiated immediately to ensure such a glaring oversight, causing 
a massive energy crisis in our region, never occurs again,” stated Kyle Strober, Executive 
Director of the Association for a Better Long Island. 
  



“The inability to provide new gas service is threatening the financial ability of our builders to 
provide the multi-family housing which Long Island needs to keep our young people 
here,”         said Mitchell H. Pally, Chief Executive Officer of the Long Island Builders Institute, 
the largest housing trade association in New York State.  “Thousands of units, thousands of 
construction jobs and millions of dollars of investment are at stake, and will not happen on Long 
Island unless a new gas supply allotment is made for our projects.  New York State and its Public 
Service Commission must ensure that our gas supply is both increased and sustainable now.” 
  
A mall’s enormous economic potential on hold 

 Samanea New York regional marketing director, David Ackerman, warned, “This $92 million 
retail property is currently unable to fulfill its role in generating millions in economic activity 
and thousands of jobs because of this impasse. We, and countless other projects, are being held 
hostage by the standoff between National Grid and the regulatory community and, if action is not 
taken soon, we run the risk of a self-inflicted recession in the bi-county region.” 
Ackerman said if the mall was allowed to access natural gas it could move ahead on tenant leases 
that would generate millions of dollars in economic activity in the course of a year. 
  
Ackerman added, “It remains inconceivable that this issue has become a matter of debate. Nor 
are we alone. To be clear, from the Belmont project at the county line to Montauk hotels on 
the East End, there is not a single new construction project that isn’t being impacted.” 
  
L.I. Business Council warns a destructive message is being sent 
  
"Long Island needs additional energy sources to serve as our bridge to a yet-to-arrive renewable 
energy future. The lack of sufficient natural gas supplies has created a hardship for businesses 
that wish to build or expand on Long Island,” stated Michael Harrison, Executive Director of the 
Long Island Business Council. 
  
“Additionally, the lack of an affirmative resolution to the pipeline project sends a message that is 
antithetical to ongoing regional efforts at business attraction, creation, retention and expansion. 
We believe there is a clear and present need for the Public Service commission to constructively 
and expeditiously address this issue and advance the pipeline project with sensible environmental 
safeguards. Doing so will help sustain the viability of our region until such time as we can realize 
the dream of a 100% renewable energy economy,” he stated. 
  
"Long Island manufacturers' seek confidence to grow and compete in global markets, the open 
ended natural gas pipeline question deters our members from expanding, hampering their ability 
to grow, thrive and hire new talent,” said Patrick Boyle, Executive Director of IgniteLI. “Long 
Island's business climate is primed for growth across our region in areas such as 
Pharmaceuticals, Bio medicine, Aerospace & Defense. 
  
“We call on the state to conduct an audit of the PSC and encourage the DEC to work with 
National Grid to get this vital project rolling,” Boyle stated.  
  
Labor: “It must move forward…” 
  
John R. Durso, President of the Long Island Federation of Labor, AFL-CIO said, “The Public 
Service Commission determined there is a shortage in gas supply. The Williams energy project 



will address that shortage and reduce oil demand by approximately 900,000 barrels per 
year.          It is imperative that the PSC and the Department of Environmental Conservation 
work hand in glove to address any outstanding issues. This project is a necessary bridge to New 
York’s energy future assisting in the transition away from dirty inefficient fossil fuels and 
supporting good union jobs along the way.  It must move forward.” 

Confronting the PSC’s abdication of energy leadership 
  
While published reports say the PSC is acknowledging there is a natural gas capacity issue, the 
ability to move forward and resolve the shortage remains stymied. In a letter to the PSC, Strober 
noted, “On behalf of the Long Island economic development and labor community, represented 
by the Association for a Better Long Island, Building and Construction Trades Council of 
Nassau & Suffolk Counties, Long Island Builders Institute, IgniteLI and Long Island Federation 
of Labor, we write to express our tremendous disappointment with the PSC regarding the 
Commission’s inability to properly anticipate a natural gas supply shortage for our region. We 
are also concerned about the delay in releasing critical information affirming the shortage until 
after there was an energy crisis on Long Island.” 
  
Strober warned, “Every day that this issue is unresolved seriously harms the economic fabric of 
our region and presents one more reason why investment dollars are being redirected to other 
parts of the country. At a time when New York needs to be aggressively pursuing new 
investment this energy standoff is only benefiting our competitors.” 
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